
 

Welcome to Worship 
 
Faith Lutheran Church is an intentionally inclusive community proclaiming a 

warm welcome to people of every race, nationality, gender, sexual identity, age 

and ability into all aspects of our church life.   

We acknowledge that we are on the traditional land of the Coast Salish people, 

including the Duwamish People past and present. We honor with gratitude the 

land itself and the Duwamish Tribe. 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

December 1, 2024 



 

HELPFUL INFORMATION 
 
Welcome to worship at Faith Lutheran Church.  Everything you need to 
follow the service is in this bulletin.   
 
Please take a moment to fill out the information card found in the pew 
rack.  Place the card in the offering plate so we can be in touch with you. 
Prayer requests to be offered during worship can be written on the prayer 
request card in the pew rack and passed toward the center aisle where it 
will be collected by an usher during the first hymn.  
 
There are coffee and treats in the Library after the service. We would like 
to welcome you to continued fellowship. Restrooms are located on the far 
side of the Library or down the main stairs. Should an emergency occur an 
AED unit is located in the narthex on the wall by the main entrance. 
Masks and sanitizer are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary. 
 
The elevator is located at the top of the stairs in the Narthex. Feel free to 
explore the building and ask questions of the pastors, ushers, or anyone 
you see!  We encourage you to introduce yourselves and hope you feel 
comfortable here. 
 
Children are welcome and highly encouraged to be in worship. We 
understand that children have the need to move and make sound; which 
we find to be a joyful and important part of worship.  Blessing Bags are 
found near both entrances of the sanctuary filled with activities for children. 
A cry room is available at the back of the sanctuary should you need a 
brief respite.   

 
Faith Lutheran Church is a lively, caring, and energetic community. 

We are so glad you are here! 



Introduction 
Advent 1: HOPE 
Advent is about the ñcoming days.ò Godôs people have always lived in great expectation, but that 
expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation in the texts appointed for these four weeks. The 
ancients anticipated a ñrighteous Branch to spring up for David.ò The Thessalonians awaited ñthe 
coming of our Lord Jesus with all the saints.ò Jesusô contemporaries hoped for the time ñto stand 
before the Son of Man.ò With them we eagerly await the coming days: another Christmas 
celebration, a second coming, and the advent of Christ in word and supper. 
 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                         My Lord, What a Morning               SPIRITUAL, ARR. HARRY T. BURLEIGH+ 

My Lord, what a morning, when the stars begin to fall. 
Done quit all my worldly ways, gonna join that heavenly band. 

 
GATHERING 
P: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
C: As followers of Christ, we learn to love and live to serve. 
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, 
 alive in the world, 
 reviving creation, 
 arriving soon. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P: God of mercy, 
C: we confess that we have sinned. 
 We trust earthly powers and human authority alone. 
 We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. 
 
P: God of might, 
C: we confess that we have sinned. 
 We have turned away from our neighbors. 
 We have trusted false promises. 
 
P; God in our midst, 
C: we confess that we have sinned. 
 We plead: come to us. 
 Bring your mercy to birth in us. 
 
P: A righteous branch springs forth: 
 it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, 
 in whom we have forgiveness, life, and mercy. 
 By the power of the Holy Spirit, 
 receive the grace and forgiveness of God 
 through + Christ Jesus, 
 whose day draws near. 
C: Amen. 
 



OPENING HYMN 244                       Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers                          HAF TRONES LAMPA F RDIG 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
LIGHTING of the ADVENT WREATH 
One of the best-known customs for the season is the Advent wreath. The wreath and winter candle-
lighting in the midst of growing darkness strengthen some of the Advent images found in the Bible. 
The unbroken circle of greens is clearly an image of everlasting life, a victory wreath, the crown of 
Christ, or the wheel of time itself. Christians use the wreath as a sign that Christ reaches into our 
time to lead us to the light of everlasting life. The four candles mark the progress of the four weeks 
of Advent and the growth of light. Sometimes the wreath is embellished with natural dried flowers or 
fruit. Its evergreen branches lead the household and the congregation to the evergreen Christmas 
tree. In many homes, people gather for prayers around the wreath. 
 



FIRST READING 
Jeremiah 33:14-16 
14
The days are surely coming, says the L ,  
when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah.  
15
In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David;  

and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  
16
In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety.  
And this is the name by which it will be called: ñThe L  is our righteousness.ò 
 
LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 240    Light One Candle                                                TIF IN VELDELE 

Light one candle to watch for Messiah: Let the light banish darkness. 
He shall bring salvation to Israel; God fulfills the promise. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to the 
 threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign 
 with God the Creator and the Holy Spirit, now and forever, 
C: Amen. 
 
CHILDRENôS SERMON and PSALM 25:1-10  
1
To you, O Lord, 

  I lift up my soul. 

 
2
My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 

  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

 
3
Let none who look to you be put to shame; 

  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 

 
4
Show me your ways, O Lord, 

  and teach me your paths.  

 
5
Lead me in your truth and teach me, 

  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 

 
6
Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, 

  for they are from everlasting.  

 
7
Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 

  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 
 
8
You are gracious and upright, O Lord; 

  therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
 
9
You lead the lowly in justice 

  and teach the lowly your way. 
 
10
All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness 

  to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.  



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 247       Come Now, O Prince of Peace                                              OSOSǿ 

Come now, O Prince of peace, make us one body. 
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 

 
P: The holy gospel according to Saint Luke the 21st chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL 
Luke 21:25-36 
25
There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations 

confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 
26
People will faint from fear and foreboding of 

what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 
27
Then they will see 

'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power and great glory. 
28
Now when these things begin to 

take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near." 
29
Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 

30
as soon as they sprout leaves 

you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 
31
So also, when you see these 

things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 
32
Truly I tell you, this generation will 

not pass away until all things have taken place. 
33
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words 

will not pass away. 
34
Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the 

worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 
35
like a trap. For it will come upon 

all who live on the face of the whole earth. 
36
Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the 

strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man."  

P:   The gospel of the Lord.          C:   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY 263                Savior of the Nations, Come                  NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYERS 
 
VOICE 1:  Today is the first Sunday of Advent.  Advent means "coming" and in this season we 
  prepare for the coming of Christ. One of the ways we prepare for his coming is by 
  making an Advent wreath and lighting its candles to remind us of the gifts Christ brings 
  to the world. We pray for everyone who makes or receives a wreath, that it is a holy 
  space for prayer and scripture this Advent season. 
 
VOICE 2:   The Advent wreath includes many symbols to help us think about Christ and his  
  gifts. The wreath itself is in the shape of a circle. A circle has no beginning and no 
  end. This reminds us that there is no beginning and no end to God and that God's love 
  and caring are forever. We pray that God uses all of us, of all ages, with our strengths 
  and our flaws, to genuinely care for the least and the lonely in the world. 
 
VOICE 3:  The light from the candles - which grows stronger each Sunday in Advent, reminds us 
  that Jesus is the light of the world. We pray that all may may feel Christôs light in the 
  world. We pray, O Lord, that we are lights for you in the world.  
 
VOICE 4:  Today the candle of hope was lit.  The people of Israel hoped in God's promises and 
  were not disappointed.  Again and again God delivered Israel from its enemies. We too 
  have the same experience of salvation.  That is why we believe in God's promise to 
  send Jesus to us once again to judge the world and establish his kingdom forever 
  upon the earth. We pray for continued trust in this hope. 
 
VOICE 5:  Hope is like a light shining in a dark place.  As we look at the light of this candle we 
  celebrate the hope we have in Jesus Christ. Thank you God for the hope you give us. 
  We ask that as we wait for all your promises to come true, and for Christ to come 
  again, that you would remain present with us.  Help us today, and everyday to worship 
  you, to hear your word, and to do your will by sharing your hope with each other.  We 
  ask it in the name of the one who was born in Bethlehem.   
C:  Amen. 

 
PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY                                   Savior of the Nations, Come                         JOHANN SEBASTIAN BACH* 

 
OFFERING HYMN 294                         In the Bleak Midwinter                                                  CRANHAM 

What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
Yet what I can I give him ï give my heart. 

~ Christina Rosetti* 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P:  God, who sent us Jesus, to teach us how to love you and love others, fill us with that love so 
 that we can become the Church you've called us to be. Bless these offerings we give and 
 use them to further your work on Earth so the people will see your love in action. We pray in 
 the name of Jesus, our Christ, 
C:  Amen. 



As we gather for communion, you are invited to come forward to the bottom step near the baptismal font. You 
will receive the bread (host) and the wine or grape juice. Gluten free options are available. If you are 
communing from another location, we trust that Christ is present through the Holy Spirit in the bread and the 
wine/grape juice. Please note the importance of the words of institution and the invitation to communion, 
holding holy worshipful space within this sacrament.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
  
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C: Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
 



COMMUNION HYMN 715                      Christ, Be Our Light                                     CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT 



COMMUNION BLESSING 
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace, 
 now and forever, Amen. 
 
COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: Generous God, 
 we thank you for the gift of life, 
 for the bread of salvation. 
 We thank you for coming among us, 
 for leading us into peace. 
 We thank you for showering us with mercy, 
 for sending us into the world. 
 Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us 
 as we feed the hungry in your name. 
C: Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN 248                              People, Look East                                                              BESAN¢ON 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BLESSING 
P: God of endings and beginnings, 
 God in the darkness and the light, 
 God, our hope for the journey, 
 + bless and keep you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION RESPONSE                    Keep Your Lamps!                       SPIRITUAL, ARR. ANDR£ THOMAS*+ 

Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, the time is growing nigh. 
Children, donôt grow weary, the time is growing nigh. 
Christian journey soon be over, the time is growing nigh.  

 
SENDING 
P:  Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Upcoming Budget Meetings 

Budget Forums  

TODAY Sunday, December 1 after worship 

Annual Meeting   

Sunday. December 8 after worship 

*W  N : This morningôs service features two settings of  ,   , one of the great 
reformation hymns with a text paraphrase by Martin Luther.  In addition to singing the chorale as our Hymn of the Day, 
we hear in the Offertory a distinctive treatment by J. S. Bach: An organ chorale, which presents the chorale melody 
without interludes (as would be the case in a chorale prelude); Bach uses the harpsichordistôs ñbroken styleò (style bris®) 
technique to portray a mounting urgency for salvation as well as a ñstep motiveò in the pedal, perhaps representing the 
faith that lets us ñstep outò as believers, as Peter stepped out of the boat to meet Christ on the water. 

Christina Georgina Rossetti was an English poet who wrote a variety of romantic, devotional, and children's poems. 
She is best known for her long poem Goblin Market, her love poem Remember, and for the words of the Christmas carol 
In the Bleak Midwinter, which became widely known after her death when set to music by Gustav Holst. 

Andr® Thomas is the Owen F. Sellers Professor of Music and Director of Choral Activities and Professor of Choral 
Music Education at Florida State University. He studied at Friends University, Northwestern University, and the 
University of Illinois. Before coming to Florida State University he was a faculty member at the University of Texas, 
Austin. He is in demand as a choral adjudicator, clinician, and director of Honor/All-State Choirs throughout the United 
States, Europe, Asia, New Zealand, and Australia. Keep Your Lamps! is one of his most popular choral arrangements. 

+Call to Worship Copyright 1924 by Franco Colombo, Inc., assigned 1969 to Belwin Mills 

+Benediction Response Copyright 2003 by Hinshaw Music 
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Middle and High School Youth 

The next SKY activity will be TODAY Sunday, Dec 1. 

We'll leave Faith at 5:30pm and return about 8:30pm. 

Hope to see you there! 

 

TODAY IN WORSHIP 

Preaching and Presiding: Pastor Shannyn Fuerst 

Music: David Buice, Chancel Choir 

Reader:  

Ushers: Wally and Eileen Powelson 

Zoom Host:  Julie Pierce  

Video Tech:  Kathy Brandstetter 

Altar Guild:  Rick Brandstetter 

Fellowship:  Pam Russell and Sheryl Schmeling 

Next Sunday: 

 

Philippians 1:1-11 

Luke 3:1-6 
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wŜŀŘŜǊκ¦ǎƘŜǊκCŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ 

ITôS EASY TO GIVE 

at FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1. Open the camera on your phone. 

2. Point it at the QR code. 

3. Touch the yellow ómyvanco.comô button. 

4. This takes you to our giving page. 

Choose which fund and fill out the rest.  



 

FAITH'S ADVENT GIVING TREE RETURNS!  
Starting Dec 1 you will have two ways  

to spread some cheer. 
 
We will once again help shop for a holiday gift for 
our refugee young adults in foster care with 
Lutheran Community Services NW. Look for the 
wish lists starting at our Advent Fair! 
 
Our second Advent Giving project will be putting 
together "move out bins" for the clients of The 
Oaks. The amazing staff at The Oaks move an 
average of eight folks into permanent housing 
every month!  
 
We will be collecting cleaning supplies and towels 
and sheets and packing them into storage bins to 
help launch each client moving into independent 
living! Look for the detailed list of items needed at 
the Advent Fair! 

Christmas Services  
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/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 9ǾŜ όLƴ tŜǊǎƻƴ ϧ Ǿƛŀ ½ƻƻƳύ 

пΥолǇƳ 
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/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 5ŀȅ όLƴ tŜǊǎƻƴ hƴƭȅύ 

фΥпрŀƳ 


