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Dear Family of Faith, 
 
     There is a wonderful hymn in Evangelical Lutheran Worship that we sing from time to time. The text is 
by Huub Oosterhuis, a Dutch theologian and poet. In verse 1 he writes about the building and the commu-
nity that gathers there. It reminds me of the children’s finger game “here is the church, here is the steeple, 
open the door and see all the people.” What is this place where we are meeting? Only a house, the earth its 
floor. Walls and a roof sheltering people, windows for light, an open door. Yet it becomes a body that lives 
when we are gathered here, and know our God is near. 
     The church is church because of the people gathered here in Jesus’ name. But the building in which we 
gather is a picture of the community itself: a welcoming place of safety and peace, a strong and secure ha-
ven, a joyful and open place for children, a space for learning, for questions, for the strength of faith and 
hope, a place where the love of God in Jesus shines. Our building is important because it is where we can 
be the community God is calling us to be. You’ll be hearing more about our building this Fall. A committee 
appointed by the Council is working on ways to keep you informed about the need to pay down our mort-
gage on the 2003 addition (we’re only getting half of what we need to make our monthly $9,000 mortgage 
payments) and about what we need for the Phase II remodel of the Sanctuary. I encourage you to support 
the Building Fund to help our mortgage payments. You’ll be hearing about more options in the coming 
months. 
     Verse 2 of the hymn goes like this: Words from afar, stars that are falling, sparks that are sown in us 
like seed:  names for our God, dreams, signs and wonders sent from the past are all we need.  We in this 
place remember and speak again what we have heard: God’s free redeeming word. 
     Young people in our congregation will be confirmed on October 26 at the 10:30 a.m. service. Their affir-
mation of the promises made for them at their baptism is their time with us to “remember and speak what 
we have heard.” Pray for them as they prepare, that “God’s free redeeming word” will sustain and support 
them throughout their lives. 
     In verse 3 of the hymn we sing: And we accept bread at his table, broken and shared, a living sign.  
Here in this world, dying and living, we are each other’s bread and wine. This is the place where we can 
receive what we need to increase: our justice and God’s peace. 
     Nan Beth will be teaching this hymn to the Elementary Sunday School for them to sing for the          
confirmands on October 26. It is a powerful reminder of who we are as a community of God’s people, from 
the youngest to the oldest, and everyone in between! May this place we call Faith continue to increase in 
our actions of mercy and justice, and in being a place of the peace of God. 
 
Your sister in Christ, 
 
Pastor Nancy Winder 

 



 

 

“O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. Sing to the Lord, bless his 
name; tell of his salvation from day to day. Declare his glory among the nations, his   

marvelous works among all the peoples.”  -  Psalm 96:1-3 NRSV 
 

You probably already know that the congregation at Faith Lutheran Church is unique.  Pastor Winder tells us 
how unique we are, from time to time.  We talk about it during our congregational meetings and as we meet in 
committees and to study and share God's word with one another.  I am going to talk about our unique musical 
qualities! 
 
As a congregation, you sing well and with great enthusiasm.  I'm not certain very many congregations can pull 
off the "Halleluiah Chorus" at a service like our 8:00 a.m. service when there are no choir members present 
(not an easy song!).  There are only a few congregations that dare to sing hymns a cappella and you do an ex-
ceptional job of that.  We could feel great about our participation in this way, and we should, but we should 
not forget that this is also what God calls us to do.  Sometimes, congregations can get so focused on their    
fellowship, service and study that they forget that worship is our first task.  Well, not so much task, but great 
joyous opportunity to give thanks to God for all that we have been given.  It is our blessing that we can wor-
ship God together, in word and song and prayer.  It is why we come together! 
 
We are also unique in that we have an adult choir.  More and more churches in recent years have been reduc-
ing their participation by choirs, either in reducing the number of times the choir might meet to practice or in 
the number of times they might provide worship leadership. Many churches no longer have any choir at 
all.  Some have praise bands, some have solo singers who lead worship, and some have no vocal leader-
ship.  We have been so fortunate to maintain a wonderful group of singers, who work so hard to learn new 
music for worship, and to introduce new songs to the congregation. 
 
You may have noticed that the balance between men and women in the choir has changed. When I first came, 
we had a bit better balance between the voices of the men and women in the choir.  But illness and death have 
hit us hard in recent years, and our men are faithful and wonderful but fewer in number.  I hear reports every 
day of the wonderful voices of men in the congregation, and people always tell me that this person or that 
should sing in the choir.  Well, of course, we would LOVE to have more men singing in the choir!  You don't 
have to be a great singer...I can teach you to use your voice in the best way.  But we need more of you to join 
us in the choir transept.  We really, really need you! 
 
You may not know that we will gladly accept those of you who can come only once in a while.  We are glad 
to have those of you who can only participate during the high festival seasons.  We are glad to have those of 
you who are likely to begin your singing from a quiet corner, singing softly until you  feel confident.  We love 
to have folks who can join us on Thursday nights, but we are glad to include you if you can only come at   
9:30 a.m. on Sunday morning.  We can often provide you with audio files of music so that you can hear your 
part and practice at home.   
 
But most of all, we need you!  Our worship is improved by the best of what we can offer in our songs.  God 
has given each of us a voice so that we can give our thanks.  If you have wondered if you could manage to fit 
in with the group of singing leaders here, please know that your participation would be greatly treas-
ured.  Come and sing a new song to the Lord! 
 
Your sister in Christ, 
 
Nan Beth Walton 
Director of Music 
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Council Capsules                   
 
Ruth Foster-Koth was elected Council Secretary. + The first draft of the 2009 Budget was         
presented and discussed. + December 7 was set as the date for the Annual Congregational 
Budget Meeting. + Council is looking for different ways to present the budget at the November pre-
budget meetings so that everyone will feel comfortable, informed and invited to be part of the proc-
ess. + Members of the committee that will be reviewing Faith’s constitution are Marlin Appelwick, 
Laura Cunningham, Leanne Galati, Steve Jensen, Wally Powelson and Pastor Winder. 
 

Mary Jo Hershly, Council Representative  
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     At the WELCA’s (Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America’s) seventh triennial convention 
held in July in Salt Lake City, UT, new officers and executive board members were elected by the delegates.  
Those elected were   President Beth G. Wrenn from Kill Devil Hills, North Carolina; Vice President Charlene 
Spillmann from Southwest Texas; Secretary Betty Brandt; and Treasurer Janette Hodges.  The total conven-
tion offering was $73,000.  The next  convention will be held in Spokane from July 14 - 17, 2011.  The memo-
rials (motions) passed were to eliminate the unnecessary use of plastic (plastic water bottles, plastic bags, and 
plastic wrap at our functions and events within our congregations and in our homes), reduce the number of 
bottles of water we consume, and to recycle the bottles we do not use when possible.  The delegates voted to 
actively explore ways to raise awareness of the mountaintop removal mining in the Appalachian Region, 
where mountaintop mining is devastating hundreds of miles of Appalachia polluting the drinking water and 
causing flooding.  More than 300,000 mountaintop acres in West Virginia alone have been blasted by mining 
leaving more than 1,000 miles of freshwater streams buried.  For more information on  the memorials, resolu-
tions, and convention news, please see the August 2008 Issue of The Echo posted on the WELCA’s bulletin 
board. 
     Mary Martha Circle is working on LWR’s (Lutheran World Relief’s) layette project.  Ruth Circle is work-
ing on our health-kits project, and our youth group is working on our school-kit project.  We invite everyone 
to participate with us.  You will find the contents of the school kits, health kits, and layettes posted on the 
WELCA’s bulletin board and at LWR’s website, lwr.org.  Can you sew school bags?  They are easy to make, 
and we have the materials for you in the Quilting Room.  We need lots of bath-size bars of soap in original 
wrappers.  Both health kits and layettes require soap, and extra soap is boxed separately.  Can you imagine not 
having soap to wash your hands?  It is so essential to our health, but so many people around the world do not 
have the means to buy it.  Please bring your donations to the Donation Station and mark them for LWR by 
Wednesday, November 5.   LWR’s Packing Day is set for Friday, November 7, in the Library at 9:00 a.m.  
Please come and join us in helping to distribute our much needed items!   
     Our quilters are busy quilting every Wednesday at 10:00 a.m.  Please join us or offer to take a quilt home 
to sew around.  Mary Martha Circle meets on Monday, October 13, at the home of Julie Pierce at 7:00 p.m.  
Gretchen Wagner will lead the Bible study.  Ruth Circle meets on Thursday, October 16, at 1:00 p.m. in the 
Library.  Margaret Young is the hostess, and Pastor Nancy Winder will lead the Bible study.  Everyone is   
welcome.   
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                               Our annual Thankoffering service is a time to reflect on our many blessings we have  
                                received throughout the year, as well as the women’s missions and ministries that our 
          Thankofferings support.  Historically this long tradition of giving offerings of thanks took 
          place in the fall showing gratitude for God’s blessings in a beautiful harvest and preparing 
          for the harshness that winter would bring.  Today our Thankofferings support the women 
                                of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America’s (WELCA’s) many programs and    
                                services, both locally and worldwide, as well as providing a substantial portion of  
          the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America’s (ELCA’s) annual income.  Thankoffering 
          envelopes and containers will soon be available.  Everyone is invited to join the women of 
          Faith, as we bring forth our monetary offerings of thanks.  The heart and cross symbol  
           reminds us that this offering is the result of God’s activity in our lives. 

Claudia Tarbox 
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Thank you to everyone who helped us get Sunday School off to such a great start!  Now our fall program is in 
full swing. Two big events this month, Sunday, October 5, is our St. Francis Festival Day and Pet Blessing, 
and Sunday, October 26, is Confirmation. 
 
If you have not turned in your child’s Sunday School information sheet, there is an online version on the  web-
site you can download.  This information helps us keep our records up-to-date and particularly helps us be 
aware of any allergy alerts for our students. 
 
Sunday, October 5, -  St. Francis Festival Day and Pet Blessing 
This year Pre-elementary will have their own celebration in their classroom.  Bring a stuffed animal and be 
ready for lots of animal activities! 
 
Elementary, confirmation, and everyone else who would like to come will have the Pet Blessing in the    
Social Hall at 9:15 a.m. followed by crafts and activities.  This is a great day to bring a friend to Sunday 
School!  If your pet does not travel well or is too shy with strangers, bring a picture for the bulletin board.  We 
will also remember those pets who have passed away this year. 
 
Special Offering: We will collect pet food for our animal friends in need.  
 
Sunday, October 12: Regular classes 
 
Sunday, October 19:  Regular classes.  We will begin making cards for the ninth-grade confirmation stu-
dents. 
 
Sunday, October 26:  Regular classes.  Elementary kids sing at 10:30 a.m. worship for Confirmation. 
 
Sunday November 2  Regular classes; Decorate paper ribbons to hang on the baptismal candle during     
worship for All Saints Sunday (remembering those we love who have passed away). 
 

Barb Sharkey, Elementary Coordinator 
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“Faith in the Public Square - How can I talk to my church family about politics or should I?”                 
We continue our discussion about living our theology in this political season.  Join us for this series, which 
continues during this election season.  
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Bible Foundations, an in-depth Bible survey class, will resume on Wednesday, November 5, at  7:00 p.m. in the Library. 
Check the November Notes of Faith for more detailed information. Classes will continue on the first Wednesday of each 
month. 
�
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Grace and peace to you! 
 
Fall is here and students are back in school.  At Faith there is a renewed energy in the confirmation class and in High 
School Forum.  There are exciting events coming up. 
 
The confirmation class, nine young women, will be focusing on the Bible this year.  We’ll be deepening our knowledge 
of scripture and faith, as well as serving in the community. We’re also planning a number of activities to have fun to-
gether. From volunteering at the zoo to going ice skating and rock climbing, this year looks like it will be awesome. 
Coming up in October, the confirmation class will be collecting pet food for PAWS, as well as school supplies for the 
LWR (Lutheran World Relief) school kits.  On Confirmation Final Friday/Halloween, we’ll also be meeting for dinner 
in the Social Hall from 5:00—7:00 p.m. before trick-or-treating.  Please look for more details in your FLAYM News.   
 
The high-school students also have a lot of energy for this year.  In addition to our usual gathering on Sunday mornings 
(in our newly remodeled youth room!), we’ll be getting together for hanging out and doing service together.  We’re ex-
cited about the possibility of a mission trip to Mexico that would happen in the Summer of 2009.  More immediately, 
we’ll be having the Halloween Overnighter on Friday, October 24, and Saturday, October 25.  Check the FLAYM   
website for further information. 
 
The Young Adults Group has had a break but will be starting again for Bible study on the second and fourth Wednes-
days of the month continuing to study the book of Romans.  We’ll be looking at the context of the early Christian church 
in Rome and how this text can speak to us today. Newcomers and old friends are welcome.  
 
Peace and blessings, 
 
Pastor Abby 
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 How can I talk to my church family about politics or should I?”                 
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The Wednesday Morning Bible Study (10:00 a.m. every Wednesday in the Library) is a wonderful time together as we           
prepare each week to hear God’s word on Sunday mornings. The readings for each session are posted on the Faith’s 
website. There’s a link on the right-hand side of the home page. Each set of readings has questions for study and reflec-
tion. The questions for the psalm we studied on September 17 (parts of Psalm 105) asked participants to write a psalm 
about God’s actions in their lives. Jane Rieke wrote this during our class: 
 
    O Lord, Awesome God, I give you thanks,  
     for all your blessings bestowed on us this day. 
    For food and family, for church and safety,  
     for a bed on which my head to lay. 
    For safety as I travel,  
     for health I do enjoy. 
    For work which keeps me busy,  
     for a boy, a girl and a boy. 
    But most of all for Christ my Lord,  
     who died my life to save  
    and promised I would rise again  
     from a deep and darkened grave. 
    
       -Jane Rieke, September 17, 2008 
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Faith’s Donation Station needs: 
School supplies 
New and used towels (good condition) 
Hygiene items  
Cleaning supplies (laundry supplies and household cleaners) 
Blankets/bedding (new/used and all sizes) 
Coats (all sizes) 
Hats, gloves, mittens, scarves (handmade and otherwise) 
Small household items in good working condition (items suitable for individuals/families transitioning from                        
     homelessness)  
 
This month, we especially need new socks and underwear for adults.  Please note that shelters are turning away 
clothing donations for lack of storage space.  You may take your clothing to various charities (such as Value    
Village) at drop boxes around the city.  As always, additional, specific collections will occur periodically and be an-
nounced in the Notes of Faith, the Sunday bulletin, and on our website at www.faithseattle.org.   
 

Jenny Sinanan, Donation Station Coordinator 
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As the days shorten and the thermometer drops, we encourage all knitters to break out their needles!  We are joining 
hands with knitters from congregations in Northeast Seattle to create as many warm hats and scarves as we can in time 
for our traditional Interfaith Thanksgiving Eve Service to be held at Temple Beth Am on Wednesday, November 26. 
(Please see the November issue of the Notes of Faith for more details on the service).  We will bless these handmade 
gifts at that service.  Check the Donation Station for free yarn and needles. 
 

Nancy Estill 


