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             It Takes a Faith Community to do Advent and Christmas!     It Takes a Faith Community to do Advent and Christmas!     It Takes a Faith Community to do Advent and Christmas!     It Takes a Faith Community to do Advent and Christmas! 
These special events can’t take place without the help of many hands.   

Thank you to all who helped to make Advent and Christmas so special.   
   

Advent Fair: Rebecca Keith our Crafts Organizer, Nancy Estill, our Potluck Coordinator, Pastor Abby, Eileen   
Reichert, Ellen Murray, Andrine Baker, Sharon Jodock-King, Stacey Dillon, Shelley Mark, Mary Ann Wagner, 
Sheryl Schmeling, Andrea Baumgarten, Jenny Sinanan, Merle Harris, Suzanne Phillips, Janice Piper, Bryson-Beane     
Family, Dallas & Carl Presley, Joan Mattes, Denise Templeman, Linda Hansen, Kelly & Corey Batten,  and  the 
many other people who brought soup, cheese, and bread, and we thank Nancy Estill, Sheryl Schmeling and the    
Social Concerns Committee for the Giving Tree table.  FWELCA for the LWR free trade goods table. 
 

Tree Purchasers, Erectors, Trimmers and Decorators: Ralph Minor, Trip, Leslie and Caroline Edgerton, Rick, 
Kathy and Erich Brandstetter  
 

Music Participants Advent and Christmas: Bells:  Cindy Beck, Kathy Brandstetter, Daniel Bryson-Beane, John 
Bryson-Beane, Ruth Foster-Koth, Emily Monsen, Eileen Reichert, Fergus Roe, Sheryl Schmeling, Richard      
Schneider, Gabriel Young, Flutes:  Alec Keith, Emily Monsen; Clarinets: Kathy Brandstetter, Ruth Foster-Koth, 
Margie Roe, Bruce Rummel;  Bassoon: Sakke Overlund; Trumpets: Aidan Keith, Al Keith; Violins:  Erich   
Brandstetter, Leah Foster –Koth, Rebecca Keith, Suzanne Phillips, Mark Lotz; Viola: Louanne Lotz; Violoncello: 

Merle Harris, Eileen Reichert 
 

Sopranos:  Cindy Beck, Ashlyn Bryson-Beane, Mati Bryson-Beane, Glory Busic, Asher Danielson, Hans Karl 
Frautschi, Elena Galati, Emily Hansen, Nora Hansen, Lila Johannson, Rebecca Keith, Karen Millward, Ellen 
Murray, Ella Petersen, Margaret Roe, Jenny Sinanan, Miriam Epeseth, Pamela Silimperi: Altos: Ellen Aagaard, Jean 
Bergo, Bev Christensen, Virginia Drugg, Mary Jo Hershley, Susan Lansverk, Eileen Reichert, Judy Rieke, Sheryl 
Schmeling, Pamela Chang-Rice, Ellen Kaisse, Christine Moss; Tenors:  Trip Edgerton, Mark Graham, Alec Keith, 
Theo Roe, Tim Gallagher, Ben Rider: Basses: John Bergo, Ron Christensen, David Foster-Koth, John Hushagen, 
John Olson, Paul Rieke, Pat Rice, Jim Roe, Damian Stack, Voice: Alan King 
 

Advent Wreath Lighters and Prayers: Fifth- and Sixth-grade Sunday School students.   
 

Worship Stewards: Thanks to our worship assistants, readers, ushers, greeters, acolytes, communion ware washers, 
van drivers, child caregivers, and the Altar Guild. 
 

Christmas Pageant: All our Sunday School children, their teachers, and to Pageant Director, Linda Mihalov Stage 
Assistants: Ralph Minor, Eric Lansverk, Assistant Director: Linda Albert-Young, Costume Director: Leslie     
Edgerton, Sign Language Coach: Cindy Beck  Music Direction: Andrea Baumgarten, Sandi Dexter, Mark Graham, 
Susan Lansverk, Mary Minor, and Nan Beth Walton, Diction  Coaches: Pastor Abby, Emily Cressey, David Larson, 
Kate Bakamis  
 

Christmas at Faith Brunch and Carol Sing: Set up and Serving: Andrea Baumgarten, Lynn & Monte Krog, 
Kelly & Corey Batten, Sandi & Bob Dexter, Carol Pease & Bruce Rummel, Diane Bradburn, Ellen & Mike Murray 
Clean up: Bob Dexter, Mike & Ellen Murray, Carol Pease & Bruce Rummel, Sue Huth & Bob Rhinehart, Rebecca 
Keith, Preparation Team: Ed & Selma Wendt, Pam Lippert, Judy Rieke, Margaret Young, Alice French, Joan 
Mattes, Cyndi & Jim Musar, and Dallas Presley. Food: Lynn Krog, Debbie Strom, Denise Templeman, Emily    
Cressey, Jean Tapp, Kelly Batten, Linda & John Hansen, Stacey Dillon, Diane Bradburn, Andrea Baumgarten, Kari 
Monsen, Sandi & Bob Dexter, Julie Pierce, Joan Mattes, Claudia Tarbox, Marie 
Bilger & Jan Aagaard, Rebecca Keith, Margie & Theo Roe, Leanne Galati, 
Kathy Brandstetter, Mike Knutson, Jean Bergo, Ann Cohan 
 

If you were involved but were not mentioned in these lists, your efforts are  

still appreciated!   Thank you! 
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GROW IN LOVE, LOVE BY SERVING 

 
Happy New Year!  Heartfelt thanks to all those who made the Advent and Christmas seasons so joyous at 
Faith.  Thank you to Linda Mihalov, Kate Bakamis, Linda Albert-Young and Susan Lansverk for their hard 
work with the Pre-Elementary and Elementary students’ Christmas Pageant. 
 
Child Care Room Needs 
The Parish Education Committee is looking for several items in good condition:  a wooden preschool table and 
chairs, wooden table top easel for painting, wood unit blocks, wood puzzles with nature/animal themes (no 
commercial themes).  Please e-mail me (sbdexter@aol.com) if you have any of these items to donate. 
 
Parish Education Committee Retreat 
We invite you to come to our mid-year Parish Ed Committee Retreat on Saturday, February 18, from 9 – 

noon in the Library.  We welcome your participation and input.  If you’ve considered joining the Parish Ed 
Committee, this would be a wonderful opportunity to get to know us and our work in a relaxed setting. 
 
Sunday School Schedule 
January 1: New Year’s Day; no Sunday School 
January 8: Sunday School classes resume; Pre-Elementary children sing “Child of God”  
January 15 – February 12:  regular Sunday School schedule 
February 19:  President’s Day Weekend; no Sunday School 
 
Love by serving, 
 
Sandi Dexter 
Parish Education Coordinator 

            Campus PastorsCampus PastorsCampus PastorsCampus Pastors    
 Eastern Washington University - Lutheran Campus Ministry - Shelley Bryan Wee, lcmewu@yahoo.com  
 University of Washington - Lutheran Campus Ministry - Scott Postlewait, chscott@drizzle.com  
 Washington State University - Lutheran Campus Ministry - Randall Nicolai, lutheranwsu@turbonet.com  
 Western Washington University - Lutheran Campus Ministry - Christopher Berry, revrefcdberry@comcast.net     
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                                Pastor’s Message 
 
A blessed New Year to you! 
 
It’s January and the beginning of a new calendar year.  It’s a good time to take a moment to both 
reflect and dream; to take a look back to get a lay of the land and to look forward to lay the 
groundwork for what is next. 
 

I have been a pastor among you for seven months.  I have experienced the vibrancy of this     
congregation, the commitment of both individuals and groups, and the warm community that spans generations.  I am 
continually astonished at what is being done and how many of you actively participate in so many areas of ministry. 
 

Some of that participation is accomplished within committees.  We could not exist without the faithful work of those 
who steward our finances, those who make sure all that is needed for vibrant worship and music happens, those who 
commit themselves to fulfilling our baptismal promises to our children of all ages to support them as they grow in faith.  
And that’s just the tip of the iceberg. 
 

Besides committees, there are other groups who faithfully live out their call and thus help us live out our collective call 
as God’s people.  There are quilt-makers and prayer-shawl knitters.  There are those who cook and serve dinner at    
Compass Housing Alliance.  There are the men who gather monthly to rake leaves and take care of the building.  There 
are members of the altar guild who make sure all is set so we can be fed not only by Word but also in the sacraments.  
There are those who take communion to our members who cannot attend worship.  Worship assistants and readers and 
acolytes serve us each and every Sunday.  And yes, I know this is only a partial list too. 
 

But on top of all of these established, institutional forms of ministry, I have become aware that there are less formalized 
ways of living out our faith going on too.  Quite a number of you quietly visit those in our community whom you know 
could use some company.  When fellowship events come up, individuals step up and join a team to make it happen.   A 
member knows the need in the homeless community for warm clothing, and so helps make a collection happen.  Again, 
this is just a sampling of all that is going on. 
 

It seems to me that there is a shift happening in our community, and it matches a shift happening in many mainline    
congregations.  We live out our faith in multiple ways and not always within the confines of a particular committee.  We 
may be entering a time when we need to look at how we are being faithful and celebrate the new forms that are     
emerging.  We may discover a new way of organizing our ministries, based on how we are actually functioning rather 
than on the ways churches have traditionally been structured. 
 

What will that look like?  That’s not yet clear.  But what is clear is that some new way of being church seems to be 
emerging without our even intending it to.  The church is not a static institution.  It is a gathering of people seeking to 
follow Jesus.  It is dynamic and alive because it consists of people.  And the process of unfolding is an iterative one.  As 
we move into this new year and begin to examine whether there is consistency between how we actually function and 
how we are structured, we’ll need to be patient.  I do sense the Spirit at work, but God’s timetable is not always our 
timetable. 
 

So, here’s my invitation to you as you begin this new year.  Take some time to listen to where your passion really lies.  
Even if you have been on the same committee for 25 years, it doesn’t mean that that’s where God wants you now.   Do 
you have a heart for showing hospitality to strangers?  Do you have a passion for social justice?  Do you have the gift of 
being a good listener?  Are you antsy about opening our doors to those who don’t look and act like us, who haven’t been 
here generation after generation?  Would you love to help create more color and beauty in the sanctuary?  Do you just 
love helping make those potlucks happen?  Do you have a passion for…(you fill in the blank)? 
 

Take some time.  Think outside the old box.  Trust God’s ever-unfolding call on your life, both within and outside these 
walls.  It might feel a bit like a fruit-basket upset.  But that might be a bit fun too.  God is at work.  Trust that, boldly 
claim your particular call and then let’s have conversations and see how things fall together in new ways. 
 

Pastor Ostrem 
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      Thoughts From Your Director Of Music 

 
 

“'Shepherds, rejoice! lift up your eyes And send your fears away; News from the region of the skies:           

Salvation's born  today! Jesus, the God whom angels fear, Comes down to dwell with you; Today he makes his 

entrance here, But not as monarchs do. 'No gold, nor purple swaddling bands, Nor royal shining things;  A 

manger for his cradle stands,  And holds the King of kings.  Go, shepherds, where the Infant lies, And see his 

humble throne; With tears of joy in all your eyes,  Go, shepherds, kiss the Son.'”                              Isaac Watts 

 

The above are two verses from one of my most favorite Christmas Carols, a rather unusual one.  This        
wonderful text of Isaac Watts was set by the great Early American composer, William  Billings, one of the 
Faith Lutheran Choir’s most favorite composers.  As I write this, I have the music on a continuous loop.  I am 
also writing this on the day of our Christmas Pageant, which is traditionally a day of great joy and smiles and 
tears. 
 
The tears come from many places and for many reasons, of course.  For some, this day brings a day of    
watching the growth in your children, especially as can be easily marked from the year before, as your chil-
dren enter into new roles in the pageant.  There is the joy in sharing once again this treasured story, the root of 
our faith in Christ.  For some, this is a day of tears for the memories of those not with us to share this day this 
year.  For others, this is a day when we share the joy of being able to be one with our body in Christ, the      
fellowship that brings us out of the sometimes darker days of our lives.  Pastor Ostrem reminded us of the 
darkness of the season this morning as she mentioned the longest night service, and for many of us, those dark 
days seem unending and bleak, and our tears well up at times for no particular reason that we can identify. 
 
Isaac Watts reminds us that Christ burst into our human lives, as human himself.  As shepherds, we leave our 
hard work, our sadness, our trouble, and our fear, to the side for a bit as we come to greet the one who can 
bring us through all of our tears and into the glorious presence of God, revealed in a way that we can   finally 
comprehend...one of us yet also God.  This is a story beyond believing and also the root of all believing.   
 
I have tears this season for all the reasons I have listed above...joy to see our children and young people   
growing in faith, sharing the powerful story with all of you, missing dear friends and family, some newly lost 
and some who have lived with Christ for a long time now.  But mostly, I have tears of joy, as I rush forward to 
greet God’s son, whose love is beyond all human measure, so greatly needed by me, which can fill my heart 
beyond its capacity and bring me into a new life once again.  “Rejoice!  Lift up your eyes and send your fears 
away!  Salvation’s born today!” 
 
Your sister in Christ! 
 
Nan Beth Walton 
Director of Music 
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Thank you for your generous gifts! 

Thanks Yous 
 

From Trinity Lutheran College … God bless you for your thoughtful support and God bless you at this most 

precious time of year … . 
 

From Compass Housing Alliance … Thanks to your gift we are able to afford people that basic need, a hot 

shower … and a hot cup of coffee. Your advocacy is crucial to continuing our mission … . 
 

From Lutheran Counseling Network … Through your gifts the therapists of LCN are able to care for those 

who come to them, offering them the gifts of hope, renewal and “grace for their journey.” … . 
 

From Lutheran World Relief … Thank you … Your gift to LWR brings help to some of the world’s most    

impoverished families in 35 countries worldwide. … . 

 

From Elizabeth Gregory Home …  Thank you for your gift … Your support is deeply appreciated by us and 

all of the women who participate in our programs. … EGH has been able to provide services to more than 

350 women in 2011. … Your gift brings help, hope and healing to women struggling with homelessness in 

our community. 



 

 

January 2012      Notes of Faith 

 
. 
 

Rolling Fire Pizza NightRolling Fire Pizza NightRolling Fire Pizza NightRolling Fire Pizza Night    
Saturday, January 28, 6Saturday, January 28, 6Saturday, January 28, 6Saturday, January 28, 6----8 pm8 pm8 pm8 pm    

    

Pizza! Lots of delicious, woodfired 
pizza- and time with friends.  More 
info on the Faith HS Facebook page.   

High School EventsHigh School EventsHigh School EventsHigh School Events    

 

Confirmation Class resumes 

January 8, January 22, and 

January 29,  6-8 p.m.  

P's and Q's P's and Q's P's and Q's P's and Q's     
(Pancakes and (Pancakes and (Pancakes and (Pancakes and     

Questions)Questions)Questions)Questions)    
January 15 January 15 January 15 January 15     

9:159:159:159:15----10:15 a.m.10:15 a.m.10:15 a.m.10:15 a.m.    

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast        

 Saturday, January  28, 8 - 11 a.m. 
 

Share Bible Study,          
fellowship, breakfast and 
help with some much-
needed, much-appreciated 
tasks around our building. 

Confirmation Service Event 

  January 14, 5:30-8 p.m. 

 

The 7th and 8th grade     

students will serve dinner at 

two Compass Housing         

Alliance sites.   

Confirmation 

Young Adults (18Young Adults (18Young Adults (18Young Adults (18----30)30)30)30)    

January 22, 12pm,  LibraryJanuary 22, 12pm,  LibraryJanuary 22, 12pm,  LibraryJanuary 22, 12pm,  Library    
    

Are you between the ages of 18 and 

30?  Share your hopes and dreams for 

the young adult ministry at 

Faith.  Conversation will begin around 

these questions: How do you long to be 

formed and fed in faith? How is God 

calling you to put your faith in action?   



 

 

Women’s Book Group  

Wednesday, January 18, 7:15 p.m. 
  

For the January book group we will be reading and 
discussing Cake Baking in Kigale:  A 
Novel by Gaile Parkin at the home 
of Marilyn Anderson,  Please con-
tact  the church office if you have 
questions . 

January 2012 Notes of Faith 

                           A Word From The Bishop 
                                            The Rev. Wm Chris Boerger 
 

You will be electing members to the 2012 Synod Assembly in the coming months. I 
know that some of you have elections in the fall, but most elect at meetings in January 
and February. The theme and activities for this year’s assembly are being developed as I 
write this. This much is known. Mark Allen Powell from Trinity Seminary, Columbus, 
Ohio, will be our speaker. His presentations will focus on the Lutheran use of scripture in 

the 21st century. This year’s assembly will also focus on selecting leaders for the future. One half of the 
Synod Council will be elected. The position of treasurer could be elected or we could adopt a constitutional 
amendment that would make the treasurer’s position a position elected by the Synod Council. We will be 
electing a secretary to fill an unexpired term. We will elect ten members for the 2013 ELCA Churchwide 
Assembly in Pittsburg, Penn. These members will have the usual duties of assembly members, but will 
also be casting ballots for the Presiding Bishop and the Secretary of the ELCA. Now is the time to begin 
thinking about who you would like to lead us on the Synod Council and who should be our representatives 
at the churchwide assembly. We are calling people to serve in these offices and positions. We should be 
praying for them even as we select them. It is also time to submit nominations for those whom we would 
like to see serve in these positions. In this synod it is permissible to nominate oneself if that seems to be a 
place where you might serve the church. It is also the time to be thinking about the resolutions you would 
like the synod assembly to consider. Recently we have seen resolutions arrive at the last minute at the as-
sembly. It is more helpful, and it guarantees that the resolution will be acted upon, if these resolutions are 
submitted by the deadline of March 1. I encourage clusters to meet as the members to the Synod Assem-
bly are chosen to discuss the resolutions and to share ideas about who should lead us into the future. For 
some the Synod Assembly is not what you think about in January. It is my conviction that we do our best 
work when we plan for the assembly and when everyone knows what is coming to the assembly so that we 
have opportunity to talk with others about the decisions that will be made. This synod is continuing to 
reach out with new and renewing ministries. We are preparing leaders for the future on all of the rosters of 
the church. It is through the leadership of the Assembly, Synod Council and churchwide assembly that 
this work is supported and governed. I invite your prayers and thoughtful preparation as you elect those 
who will serve. 

  Calling All Cooks!  
Faith’s volunteers, led by 
Nancy Estill, have been   
preparing and  serving 
home-cooked meals at the   
Family and Adult  Service 
Center the second Thursday of each 
month. Cooking begins at 1:00 p.m. in 
Faith’s kitchen, and more volunteers are  
always appreciated. This month we will 
prepare and  serve dinner on Thursday,  

January 12. Contact the Church Office 
with  questions.                                        
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   Did you start the New Year by kissing your spouse?    Did you start the New Year by kissing your spouse?    Did you start the New Year by kissing your spouse?    Did you start the New Year by kissing your spouse?     
Keep the spark alive all year long.Keep the spark alive all year long.Keep the spark alive all year long.Keep the spark alive all year long.    

 

A New Year’s kiss is intended to set the tone for a fresh and brand new start to the year.  Like new 
life, the potential is unlimited and the slate is blank – there to be shaped by you.  Of course, like 
resolutions, sometimes the moment fades away before long.  Thousands of married couples have 
found new insights and meaning in their love for each other simply by attending a Marriage       
Encounter weekend.  We invite you to discover each other anew and shape your relationship in 
new and exciting ways.  For more information or to schedule yourselves for this opportunity, visit 
the Lutheran Marriage Encounter web site www.GodLovesMarriage.org  

 

Lutheran Marriage Encounter  Winter - Spring 2012 date 

March 2-4 in Federal Way, WA 

May 4-6 in Federal Way, WA 

Celebrating Epiphany as a Family 
 

 Epiphany: a manifestation or appearance; a realization; the liturgical season lasting from January 
6th until Lent. While almost everyone has heard of Christmas, and some people have heard of     
Advent, most people have no idea that Epiphany is a season in the church calendar.  The season 
of Epiphany begins with January 6th, and it is the day in which we celebrate the wise men finding 
the baby Jesus.  
 

Here are some ways you might choose to celebrate the day of Epiphany on January 6th: 
  Read the story: Matthew 2:1-11 
 

  Decorate with paper stars and hang them in the window.  
 

 Eat special food: For a small family gathering, make star shaped scones or sugar  
 cookies.  If you want to have a party, you could purchase a rosca de reyes from a Mexican 
 bakery (panaderia) and find the surprise hidden inside.  
 

 Give books (what else would the “wise guys” bring?) such as  
 Baboushka and the Three Kings by Ruth Robbins. 
 

 Use your gifts: Encourage all family members to use the gifts   
           God has given them in  service that reveals the light of Christ in  
           the world. 
                                             Pastor Abby   

NEW IN JANUARY!!  PARENT CHAT! 
 

After you drop kids off at Sunday School, are you interested in a hot cup of coffee, a home-
made treat, and the company of other parents?  If you've found yourself at loose ends during 
Sunday School time, come join us (beginning in January) for Parent Chat.  If you have 
younger babies or toddlers, bring them along!  We'll meet in the Children's Library off the 
Social Hall, share some laughs, and share anything on our minds.  See you in January! Parent 
Chat is being led by Andrea Baumgarten; who is a parent and a Parent Educator for the North 
Seattle Community College Co-op system.    
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                                  WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!  By the time you read this we will have celebrated the birth of 
the Christ Child.  I trust that the preparations, the music and worship services, and the 
celebrations brought us all closer to God and instilled in us joy, gratitude, and praise.  
“Glory to God in the highest!” 

 

In the coming year of 2012, the Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church at Faith 
Lutheran will be taking a good look at ourselves.  Who are we?  What are we about?  

Remember that EVERY woman, confirmation age and older is automatically a member of the overall 
“Women’s Group” at Faith by virtue of your membership in the ELCA.  What does that mean to YOU?   
 

The current board members are  Estelle Morley, President; Julie Pierce, Vice President; Frances Underwood, 
Secretary; and Karen Wuthrich, Treasurer.  At our last board meeting we agreed to enter a discernment     
process for the purposes of study, research, survey, insight seeking, and pondering the future of our women’s 
ministry here at Faith Lutheran.  What will we look like in the future?  We seek the input from ALL of you as 
to how we can meet your needs and help define who we are.  We know that many of you are joiners and we 
know that many of you are not joiners, but we also know that most of you are doers.  Where are your areas of 
service inside and outside of Faith Lutheran?  How is your time prioritized?  How are your spiritual needs   
being met?  Stay tuned for input opportunities. 
 

We begin and continue to celebrate the current organized groups that are already meeting.  How will we do 
that?  (I believe definitions #2 and #3 below will apply in future articles.)  What does it mean to celebrate?  
With the help of The Random House College Dictionary, revised edition 1984 I share the following            
definitions:  #1.     To observe (a day) or commemorate (an event) with ceremonies or festivities.  

        #2.    To make known publicly; proclaim.  

                   #3.    To praise widely or to present to widespread and favorable public notice, as through  

   newspapers, novels, etc.” (i.e., Church newsletters)  

        #4.     To perform with appropriate rites and ceremonies; solemnize.   

                  #5.     To observe a day or commemorate an event with ceremonies or festivities. 

                #6.    To perform a religious ceremony. (from the Latin meaning “often repeated, famous.”)      

              Synonym for definition #1 above:  “commemorate, honor, solemnize.” Synonym for 

   definition #3 above:“Laud, glorify.”   
 

You are invited to attend any of the following meetings: 
Mary-Martha Circle will be hosted by Jean Tapp on Monday, January 9th, 7:00 p.m. (Location to  
be announced.)   Julie Pierce will be leading the Jan. Bible Study from the “Gather” magazine. 
Ruth Circle meets in the library on Thursday, January 19th, 12 Noon, hosted by Connie Lintz and 
Judy Rieke.  The January Bible Study is printed in the “Gather” Women of the ELCA magazine. 

 The Women’s Book Group  meets Wednesday, January 18, 7:15 p.m. Contact: Sheryl Schmeling 
 (206) 517-8130. 
 Altar Guild meeting information is available from Barb Lovseth . 
 

Have you subscribed to our Women of the ELCA magazine now entitled “Gather” ?    For only $12 you get 1 
year, that is 10 issues of great reading.  To  subscribe call Augsburg Fortress at 1-800-328-4648 or online    
subscriptions@augsburgfortress.org. 
                                   

In Christ’s Service,  Estelle Morley 
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THE SHAREHOUSE 
 
What does sharing and giving have to do with landfills? That tidbit of information can be found by             
investigating our giving emphasis for January: The Sharehouse. The Sharehouse’s mission is to assist folks 
transitioning from homelessness to permanent house, and to also protect our environment by distributing 
useful household items that might otherwise be discarded. The Sharehouse works with over 60 agencies in 
King County that provide services to the homeless, and furnishes approximately 2000 newly established 
households each year. And while doing these acts of mercy, The Sharehouse keeps more than 12,000 items 
out of area landfills each year.  
 
The Sharehouse welcomes donations of furniture (mattresses, bed frames, tables, dressers, etc.) linens 
(sheets, blankets, etc.) kitchen and dining items (pots and pans, dishes, flatware, etc.), area rugs, hairdryers, 
lamps, light bulbs, cleaning supplies (brooms, detergent, new and unopened hygiene products, etc.) and so 
forth. All items must be in good working condition. Their website is very informative and the completed list 
of goods accepted is quite exhaustive. Check The Sharehouse out at www.thesharehouse.org. The phone 
number is 206-767-5280. 
 
Do you have a toaster oven in a cupboard somewhere because even though you thought you’d use it all the 
time, you don’t? Or what about that comforter that great aunt Mildred gave to you that really isn’t your cup 
of tea? How about that little TV in the spare room that no one has watched in the last 10 years? Maybe you 
are just trying to simplify. Think about The Sharehouse! 
 
BONUS FACTOID: There is a community information line handily reached by dialing 2-1-1 that is a    
clearinghouse of information about health and human services in King County. This is a database that has 
comprehensive information about agencies that accept furniture and other household items. So if The   
Sharehouse can not accept your donation, perhaps another agency would welcome your gift. The website is 
www.kingcounty.org. 
 
Thanks for sharing! 
Andrine Baker 
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The Lecture Series of University Congregational United Church of Christ presents 
 

Marcus Borg 
Friday, February 10, 7-8:30 p.m. 

Speaking Christian: The Problem and a Way Forward 
 

Saturday, February 11, 9a.m.—2:30 p.m. (3 lectures) 
Speaking of Christian Yearning: Salvation, Kingdom of Heaven, Eternal Life 

Speaking of Christian Values: Mercy and Righteousness? Compassion and Justice? 
Speaking of Good Friday and Easter: What is the Gospel? 

 

Sunday, February 12, 9 a.m. talk, 10 a.m. sermon 
 

 

 

Marcus Borg is Canon Theologian at Trinity Episcopal Cathedral in Portland. Internationally 
known as a Biblical and Jesus scholar, Marcus Borg is described by the New York Times as “a 
leading figure in his generation of Jesus Scholars.” He has made numerous television appearances 
including NBC’s “Today Show,” “Dateline,” PBS’s “News Hour” and ABC’s “Evening News.” 
 

 

For ticket information contact: 206-524-6255 X3447 or lectureseries@university ucc.org , 
www.universityucc.org. There is also an order form in the church office. 


